The Charitable Foundation of Aiken

BY LARK IRELAND SNOUFFER

The Charitable Foundation of Aiken,
formerly The Charitable Foundation
of Women of Woodside, is a sister
organization of W.O.W., a social and
charitable group started 36 years

ago by a group of Woodside women
interested in social and charitable
connections. The Foundation evolved
during the Pandemic when the
charities W.O.W. had traditionally
supported needed assistance more
than ever, subsequently all fundraisers
were cancelled. The solution was

the Charitable Foundation, a 501¢3
organization allowing the community
minded group to raise money without
in person contact.

The Foundation’s mission “is to
pledge our resources to organizations
that create life-changing opportunities
for the residents of Aiken County,
South Carolina.” Fast forward just
a few years, and the Foundation has
supported Aiken Senior Life Services,
Golden Harvest BackPack Program,
Habitat for Humanity Women’s
Build, Great Oak Therapeutic Riding
and Successteam. This fiscal year’s
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beneficiaries are Aiken Center for the
Arts Outreach Program and Family
Promise of Aiken.

The mission of Aiken Center for
the Arts is to inspire and educate by
providing unique visual and performing
art experiences for all ages. The
Center is celebrating 52 years as a
nonprofit 501(c) (3) in the heart of
downtown Aiken. The Center believes
that creativity is at the core of the
human spirit, that art transforms lives,
and impacts the Aiken community
in a powerful way. Aiken Center for
the Arts offers Art and Music Camp
for special needs children, Joy in the
Journey for Alzheimer’s and dementia
patients, the Aiken Youth Orchestra
and Ensemble, Art classes for all ages,
Art Camps for children ages 5-10, and
much more.

Family Promise is a national
organization that began its Aiken
operation in 2019. Family Promise is
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization
that provides services and programs
for families in our community with
school aged children facing housing

insecurity. There are presently at
least 330 homeless children in Aiken
County. Family Promise walks side by

side with the families they serve to
prevent continued homelessness, divert
homeless families to safe housing, and
once the immediate crisis has passed,
break the cycle of housing insecurity.
To fill an unmet need in our community,
Family Promise of Aiken is working to
create a TRANSITIONAL SHELTER for
homeless families who cannot be served
through its shelter diversion program.
TO LEARN MORE,
_El ﬁ E TO GET INVOLVED,
Pta’md  TO DONATE go to:
thecharitablef
oundationofaiken.org




