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    FOUNDATION NEWS 
 

President’s Message 

There are STARS among us. The 

mission of The Charitable Foundation 

is to support organizations that create 

life changing opportunities for the 

citizens of Aiken County.  These are 

people who Scrutinized a situation, 

Took Action and delivered meaningful 

and impactful Results.  In previous 

publications of The Foundation News, 

we spotlighted Foundation STARS and 

the body of work they are able to do as 

a result of your generosity.  In this 

edition, we spotlight the STARS of our 

23/24 fundraising campaigns: Great 

Oak Equine Assisted Programs and 

Successteam.  

 

We are in the home stretch for our 

24/25 campaign supporting Family 

Promise and Aiken Center for the Arts 

Outreach Programs. Don’t miss out on 

our fundraising event being held June 

7th.  Your presence will add to the 

excitement of an unforgettable 

afternoon.  Tickets are on sale now! 
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The Charitable Foundation of Aiken’s mission is to pledge our resources to organizations 

that create life-changing opportunities for the residents of Aiken County, South Carolina. 

The foundation will raise funds separately through annual giving programs such as the 

Circle of Giving and year-round fundraising initiatives. These funds will be dispersed under 

the guidance of the foundation’s executive board and advisory committee. 

This issue contains exciting news and articles – find out what 

makes us committed to our community! 

http://thecharitablefoundationofaiken.org
https://form.jotform.com/250785621745160
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GREAT OAK EQUINE ASSITED PROGRAMS 
 

 

   When The Charitable Foundation first selected Great 

Oak Equine Assisted Programs, our focus was to fund 

and acquire an all-terrain wheelchair to enable 

students with severe disabilities and unique challenges 

the ability to participate in a broad range of activities.  

Subsequently, a member of the Aiken community 

donated the all-terrain wheelchair to Great Oak, filling 

a wish-list item.  The Foundation shifted our focus to 

the development and completion of a sensory trail on 

property for the students of Great Oak. 

 

    Work was well underway on the sensory trail when 

Mother Nature in the form of Hurricane Helene left a 

trail of destruction and fallen trees along the recently 

cleared path.  A group of dedicated volunteers got to 

work to clear the path, repair the damaged 

components to enable the development to continue.  

The Great Oak Sensory Trail is now functioning. The 

trail is a learning environment of woodland paths that 

consist of varied footing, directional choices, life skill 

railway crossings, activity stations and multiple 

sensory inputs. The sensory trail environment 

challenges students’ balance, stimulates their senses 

and encourages them to interact with the world 

around them.     (Continued on next page.) 

 

 

SUCCESSTEAM 
 

 

    In March 2025, The Charitable Foundation of Aiken was 

recognized as an MVP, at the ten-year Anniversary 

Celebration of Successteam, a 501c3 nonprofit specializing in 

educational youth development.  Tim Behling founded 

Successteam in 2015 believing that every member of our 

aspiring youth deserves an equal opportunity to accomplish 

their dream and goals.      

 

 

 

The Foundation 

selected 

Successteam as one 

of two beneficiaries 

chosen for the 

2023-2024 

fundraising 

campaign. 

 

 Jayden Broughton, 

South Aiken High 

School, said the 

following; “Over the 

past three years, 

Successteam has 

helped me grow not 

just academically and 

professionally, but as a person.  I’ve learned the power of 

showing up, of using my voice, and of leading with purpose. 

The lessons I’ve learned and the people I’ve met along the 

way have made a lasting impact on me.  I know I’ll carry them 

with me wherever I go.  I’m super proud to be a part of 

Successteam and excited to continue this journey into year 

four.”  

 

*** 
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 Eva Finnan, Program Director stated “Great Oak 

Equine Assisted Programs is excited to have the 

opportunity, thanks to the generous contribution from 

The Charitable Foundation, to buildout our sensory 

trail with new sensory experiences for our participants 

and local community. Our goal is to appeal to 

individuals through encouraging independence and 

building confidence while exploring auditory, visual, 

vestibular, touch and oral sensory information.”  Great 

Oak currently has 64 participants weekly, at least 50 of 

these participants will utilize and benefit from the use 

and enjoyment of the sensory trail. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to help improve someone’s 

life by sharing your good fortune. 

 

We are grateful for your support of The Charitable 

Foundation of Aiken.  It is through your generous 

giving that we are able to support organizations 

which create life-changing opportunities for the 

residents of Aiken County.  Consider one of the 

options: 

• Circle of Giving – $1000+ 

• Friend of the Foundation – $500+ 

• Benefactor – $___ 

 

Donations can be made by visiting our website or 

by check payable to the Charitable Foundation of 

Aiken.  Mail your donation to The Charitable 

Foundation of Aiken, 262 East Gate Dr., #139, 

Aiken, SC 29803.  Tax ID# 85-3996900 

thecharitablefoundationofaiken.org 

 

 

 


