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In the words of Ralph Waldo Emer-
son, “Do not go where the path
may lead, go instead where there
is no path and leave a trail.” These
words have been the guiding prin-
ciple for The Charitable Founda-
tion of Aiken since its inception a
short three years ago.

Over the past three years, we have
distributed over $100,000 to orga-
nizations which create life chang-
ing opportunities for the citizens of
Aiken County. Through the gener-
ous support of donors like yourself,
we have been able to support
Aiken Senior Life Services, Habitat
for Humanity Women’'s Build,
Golden Harvest Back Pack Pro-
gram, Great Oak Therapy Riding
program and Successteam Leader-
ship Academy.

We have remained steadfast in ex-
ecuting our original vision. In
planning for our 4t fiscal year, we
conducted a complex and lengthy
vetting process to identify, review
and assess charities in our com-
munity who most exemplify and
are aligned with our overall mis-
sion.

We are excited to announce the
two beneficiaries for our 2024-
2025 campaign: Family Promise of
Aiken County and Aiken Center for
the Arts Outreach Programs. You
can read detailed information on
both of the organizations in this
newsletter and the body of work
they do to improve the quality of
life of children in our community.

Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port of The Charitable Foundation.

-Rathleen Bennet?

Aiken has cho-

sen Aiken Cen-

ter for the Arts
to support in
2024/2025.

AIKEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Looking past the Gallery...

The mission of Aiken Center for the Arts is to inspire and
educate by providing unique visual and performing art ex-
periences for all ages. Aiken Center for the Arts is celebrat-
ing 52 years as a nonprofit 501(c) (3) in the heart of down-
town Aiken. The Center believes that creativity is at the
core of the human spirit, that art transforms lives, and im-
pacts the Aiken community in a powerful way. Aiken Cen-
ter for the Arts offers Art and Music Camp for special needs
children, Joy in the Journey for Alzheimer’s and dementia
patients, the Aiken Youth Orchestra and Ensemble, Art
classes for all ages, Art camps for children ages 5-10, and
much more.
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Ways to support the
Foundation...

Remember The Charitable Founda-
tion of Aiken in your annual giving
plans or celebrating a loved one!

e Honor the life or memory of a
loved one with your donation.
We cherish life's precious mo-
ments together; that's why losing
a loved one can be so difficult. A
letter of acknowledgement will
be sent to the family/friend.

* Plans for your Required Minimum
Distribution this year? Consider
directing it to the Foundation.
You will be repaid for your gen-
erosity in immeasurable divi-
dends.

e The Charitable Foundation of
Aiken now can be an option in
your estate planning. For more
info, contact a member of the
Executive Board for details.

Make your check payable to the
The Charitable Foundation of
Aiken. Mail your donation to The
Charitable Foundation of Aiken,
262 East Gate Dr., #139, Aiken, SC
29803. Tax ID# 85-3996900

thecharitablefoundationofaiken.org

Follow The Charitable
Foundation of Aiken on
Facebook.

For more information, email the
foundation at
info@thecharitablefounda-
tionofaiken.org.
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The Charitable Foundation
is proud to have chosen
Family Promise of Aiken

County to support in
2024/2025.

FAMILY PROMISE OF AIKEN COUNTY
Because every child deserves a home...

Family Promise is a national organization that began its
Aiken operation in 2019. Family Promise, is a 501(c) (3)
charitable organization that provides services and pro-
grams for families in our community with school aged
children facing housing insecurity. There are presently at
least 330 homeless children in Aiken County. Family
Promise walks side by side with the families they serve to
prevent continued homelessness, divert homeless fami-
lies to safe housing, and once the immediate crisis has
passed, break the cycle of housing insecurity. To fill an
unmet need in our community, Family Promise of Aiken
is working to create a TRANSITIONAL SHELTER for
homeless families that cannot be served through the
shelter diversion program.
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